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Happy New Year to members of the New River Gorge Trail Alliance and trail supporters everywhere.
This is the first newsletter of the NRGTA. We will be publishing the newsletter quarterly and distributing
it by email to members and friends of the Trail Alliance. As you will see in the following pages, there are
a lot of exciting trail projects in the works in our area. Please share this newsletter with people who
support trail development in our area and encourage them to join the NRGTA. As our membership
grows and more people get involved in promoting trail development, we will gain even more
momentum to create a world class trail system in the New River Gorge Region. I would like to thank the
people who contributed articles to the newsletter and encourage members to submit articles and
pictures to be included in future issues. Articles can include updates on trail projects in your area,
suggestions for trail projects or other items of interest. Articles or comments can be submitted by
emailing them to Bill Wells at bwells7027@gmail.com. We hope you enjoy this newsletter and thank
you for your support of the New River Gorge Trail Alliance.

NRGTA and WVCC Receive $140,000 ARC Power Grant for Trail Planning
NRGTA applied for a $140,000 Appalachian Regional Commission Power Grant through WV Connecting
Communities. We are pleased to announce that ARC awarded the grant in late September and work on
the project began October 1st. The grant is entitled “Linking Trails and Communities to Spawn Economic
Growth and Wellness: The Southern West Virginia Bike Trail Network” and the project goal is to develop
a plan and feasibility study for a recreation trail extending from Richwood and the Monongahela
National Forest in Nicholas County through Fayetteville, Oak Hill and Mt. Hope and ending on the Paint
Creek Trail in Fayette County. The trail will include and connect the Tri Rivers Trail on the Cherry and
Gauley Rivers, The Meadow River Rail Trail, trails in the New River Gorge and the White Oak Rail Trail in
Oak Hill. Other points of interest along the trail include the town of Quinwood, Babcock State Park,
Thurmond, Nallen, Adventures on the Gorge, Fayetteville High School, Walmart Shopping Center
(Fayetteville), Wolf Creek Park, Minden, ACE Adventure Resort, Arrowhead Bike Farm, Cantrell’s
Adventure Center and Plum Orchard Lake. The proposed Needles Eye Boulder Park will also be on the
proposed trail route. Much of the trail will follow existing scenic low traffic public roads or rail trails.
Some sections will require the acquisition of right of ways from private landowners. When completed,
over 150 miles of continuous trail will be available for the public. Steve Jones and Brenda Korte were
instrumental in preparing the grant application and receiving the award. The following article giving an
update on the grant project was submitted by Project Manager Billy Strasser.
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